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Purpose
This unit standard credits a learner who is able to read and interpret plans, 
working drawings and specifications. This includes: 

 → reading and interpreting different plans

 → identifying abbreviations, symbols and preliminary work and

 → determining the quality and types of materials required in undertaking a 
specific project.

The skills and knowledge required for this unit standard are best assessed 
using the Knowledge Assessment provided. Students will need to use the 
A3 sized plans and specifications to answer the questions in it. These can be 
found as a separate document on both www.bconstructive.org.nz and – for 
secondary school teachers only – on the myBCITO site. 

If you need to gather further evidence it can be collected by observing 
the student read and interpret any number of given plans for their BCATS 
projects.  There are oral questions included in this resource that may help you 
with this.

Note that there is little mentioned in the student resource regarding 
specifications. We highly recommend you contextualise the learning of 
these to one of your project plans. 

Assessment
Assessment of this unit standard consists of:

 → completion of the Knowledge Assessment, supplemented by oral questions if 
needed.

Teaching and assessment tips
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Developing programmes that integrate teaching and learning helps to provide 
students with meaningful and manageable learning opportunities. 

The following unit standards are not an exhaustive list of which you could 
include in your programme and nor should one feel obligated to offer all as 
linked units. Other unit standards you include will depend on your overall 
programme of study and what best meets your learners’ needs.

Level 2

24353:  Demonstrate knowledge of and create sketches and drawings for 
BCATS projects 

US 22607 provides students with knowledge they can then apply when 
creating the sketches and drawings required for US 24353. 

24358: Plan and monitor the construction of a BCATS project and quality 
check the product:

Knowledge of how to read and interpret plans, working drawings, and 
specifications will help students to plan and monitor projects.  This is especially 
so if the project is a timber-framed utility building or similar. 

12936:  Construct a non-consent timber framed utility building as a 
BCATS project

Knowledge of how to read and interpret plans, working drawings, and 
specifications will help students to calculate quantities and prepare an order 
for the materials needed for this project.  It will also help them with following 
the plans to create a building that meets their client’s needs and expectations.

Alignment with other unit 
standards
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1. Name two types of pictorial drawings.

Isometric.

Oblique.

Perspective.

2. What drawing method is used to produce a set of working drawings?

Orthographic projection.

3. Name 3 of the views that make up an orthographic drawing.

Front.

Right side view.

Left side view.

Top view or plan.

Rear view.

4. What angle is used to draw an oblique drawing?

45° 

5. Which method of projection is used to produce a set of working 
drawings?

Elevations and/or cross-sectional.

6. When a drawing of an object is to be produced showing it 5 times its 
normal size, what is the scale that would be used?

5:1

7. What legislative act governs all construction work in New Zealand?

The Building Act.

Examples of oral assessment 
questions
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